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greater than it has felt at any time within the last half­
century, memorable as this period has been for the appear­
ance of agencies suited to awaken intellectual activity. How 
can we bring before our minds, with sufficient distinctness, 
the consequence of a universal interchange of thought by the 
speediest method ? The world, it has been said, will be 
made a great w hispering:gallery ; I would rather say, a great 
assembly, where every one will see and hear every one else. 
The press has for the last fifty years been the chief agent 
in ed_ucating society. It must now share that privilege 
with another instrument. The telegraph will anticipate the 
journal. Facts and opiuions, the materials with which. suc­
cessive generations construct the road along which society 
advances with unequal, but never retrograde steps, will now 
be furnished to every one on the moment. What an excite­
ment will be given to the brain and heart of the world ! 
Too much, you may say. Perhaps so. Excess, however, 
will not be fatal. Society will accommodate itself to the 
new conditions of its existence; and then improvement will 
go on steadily, as well as rapidly. 

The most remarkable effect, if I may judge from my own 
narrow thought, will be- the approach to a practical unity of 
the human race; of which we have never yet had a foresha­
dowing, except in the gospel of Christ. Actually, the race 
has been divided into as distinct portions as if they lived 
on separate planets. Jealous of one another, or mutually 
unknown, they have exchanged no sympathies, united in no 
common labors, recognized no obligations of kindred blood. 
·what has China been to the rest of mankind for hundreds
of years ? Even on the maps of the geographer, what has 
the interior of Africa been, though now known to contain
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populous cities, but an arid desert? Can such ignorance 

and isolation continue after the ligl,tnings shall have been 

taken into the service of man, to go hither and thither at his 

command, saying, Here we are? The death blow has been 

struck to b�rbarism. An exclusive policy must yield to the 

universal solvent. The telegraph is cosmopolitan. Not 

more British than American, it can neither be monopolized 

by government, nor stopped in its work of civilization by 

neglect. It is an institution for the people. Its office 

is, to diffuse intelligence; its effect, to allay differences. 

Men who talk together daily cannot hate or disown one 

another. 

Learning and freedom must be promoted by this disperser 

of darkness, this intruder into the haunts of senile conserva­

tism. By many persons it is thought that an increase of 

religious faith and life must follow. But this effect seems 

to me more doubtful, because I do not perceive any direct 
bearing of an open intercourse among men on spiritual 

character, and because facts show that neither learning nor 

freedom is the sure precursor of virtue. vVe may indulge 

the hope, that men will not abuse an increase of light and 

opportunity, but their past history should teach us that such 

abuse is not impossible, nor improbable. God unquestiona­

bly meant, that all our powers and all the circumstances of 

our being should bear the seal of consecration : but men do 

not believe with a firmer faith because they have more light, 

nor do they render a more strict obedience because it is 
made to depend on their own will. One of our most com­

mon mistakes consists in imputing the end as a certain conse­

quence of an enjoyment of the means; whereas knowledge 
is often a cause of increased vice and misery. The greater 
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